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vexed, and replied, " Perhaps thou art mad; after
hardships of long duration, I have at last seen the
appearance of [human] dwellings. God has conducted
me so far, and thou askest me why I am come here."
He answered, " Go and rest thyself now; I will to-
morrow tell thee what I have to say."

"' When the morning came he said to me, " There
are in this room a spade, a sieve, and a leather bag;
bring them out."    I said to myself, God knows what
labour he will make me undergo because he has made
me eat of his bread; having no help for it, I took up
those articles and brought them to him.    He then
ordered me to go to the black hillock [I had passed]
and dig a hole a yard deep, and " whatever you find in
it pass it through this sieve;  whatever cannot pass
through, put it in the leather bag, and bring it to me/'
I took all those implements and went there, and having
dug as much [as I was ordered], I passed it through
the sieve, and put what remained into the bag, {as
directed];  I then saw they were all precious stones
of different colours, and my eyes were dazzled with
their brilliancy.    In this manner I filled the bag up
to the mouth, and carried it to that person; on seeing
it, he said, "Whatever is in the bag take it for thyself,
and go away from hence;  for thy stay in this city wiH
not do thee good."    I gave for answer, " Your wor-
ship has, on your part, done me a great favour by
giving me these stones and pebbles ; but of what use
are they to me ?   When I become hungry, I shall not
be able to eat them nor to fill my belly; and if you give
me more of them, what use will they be to me?"
That person smiled, and said, " 1 pity thee, for thou,